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DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that GION BERI SHA pl ed
guilty today in Manhattan federal court before United States
District Judge WLLIAM H PAULEY to |leading an alien snuggling
organi zation (the “BERI SHA Organi zation”). As alleged in an
| ndi ct ment, the BERI SHA Organi zati on was responsi ble for
illegally smuggling and attenpting to snmuggl e hundreds of
i ndi viduals from Eastern Europe into the United States between
January 2000 and August 2003, and charged the illegal immgrants
over $2.5 mllion in snmuggling fees during that three-year
peri od.

BERI SHA was charged in an ei ghteen-count Indictnment in

August 2003, along with other nenbers of the Organization. On

Cct ober 13 and Cctober 14, 2003, Special Agents fromthe



Depart ment of Honel and Security, U S. Imm gration and Custons
Enforcenent (“1CE’) arrested several of the nenbers of the

BERI SHA Organi zation i ncluding, GION BERI SHA, VI NCENT BERI SHA
FRANK BERI SHA, PJETRO DUSHAJ, DED GJOLAJ, LI NDA DUSHAJ.

As alleged in the Indictnent, and in prior court
proceedi ngs, a two-year investigation into the BERI SHA
Organi zation by Special Agents fromI|CE, reveal ed that nenbers of
t he BERI SHA Organi zation utilized a conpl ex network of
international participants including airport officials, police
officers, and travel agents, to nove the immgrants to the United
States. The inmigrants were transported by various neans,
i ncluding comrercial airlines, buses, taxis, and cars. The
smuggl ers provided the immgrants with fal se European passports
for boarding of commercial aircraft in Europe and South Anerica
in order to circunvent visa regulations and to give the
appearance that the immgrants were affiliated with travel
groups. The Indictnment alleged the snmugglers would fly with the
groups of aliens; other tines they would put them on planes and
nmeet them at the next country of destination. The snugglers
all egedly routed the imm grants through Eastern Europe and
Western Europe, into South Anerica and then to Mexico for the
final staging before entering the United States illegally across
the Rlo Gande River into Texas.

The BERI SHA Organi zation charged the illegal immgrants as



much as $12,000 in this schene. During the journeys, the
smuggl ers are accused of enploying intimdation tactics,
threatening to harmthe immgrants or nmenbers of their famlies
if the BERI SHA Organi zation did not receive paynent.

VI NCENT BERI SHA and LI NDA DUSHAJ both previously pled guilty
to Count Ten of the Indictnment before Judge Paul ey.

GION BERI SHA, VI NCENT BERI SHA and LI NDA DUSHAJ each face a
maxi mum of ten years’ inprisonnent as a result of their pleas.
GION BERISHA is currently detai ned.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the Bureau of Immgration
and Custons Enforcement for its work in this case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys M CHAEL M PURPURA

and M RIAM E. ROCAH are in charge of the prosecution
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